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Thirteen years after its creation, Label 619 is turning a new
page in its history by partnering with Rue de Sèvres and
l’école des loisirs for the publication of new titles, starting
in January 2022.
Label 619 is a mixed comic book publisher with multiple
influences, from Franco-Belgian to comics, through indie
comics, and manga. It’s also a state of mind, a desire to
make pop and qualitative works that are fun and entertaining, while expressing a reflection on the world we live in.
Most importantly, the label is all about freedom of expression,
meticulous production, and a strong editorial vision. It is now
alongside Rue de Sèvres that Label 619 will continue to develop and reinvent itself, all while remaining true to its core.
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GRAPHIC NOVEL

POP CULTURE & FAKE NEWS

MFK2
RUN

Direct sequel to Mutafukaz, film and comics,
which can still be read independently
of the first series or spin-offs.
MFKZ (6 vol.) Resume: Angelino, a young loser
in Dark Meat City, California, is squatting in a
seedy hotel room in the Latino neighborhood of
Rios Rosas with his buddy Vinz and works a series
of crappy jobs. His life crawls by until a commonplace scooter accident after which he finds himself in a hurricane of unimaginable problems, least
of all cosmic entities with mysterious objectives!
The comic MFK2 picks up right where the film
leaves off, where social networks and their pitfalls
were never explored. This is the moment to explore
a new facet of society, at a time when polarization
has never been so extreme and widespread in all
of humanity’s history.

2022 / ONGOING SERIES
5 J1 ANUARY
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A graphic style that references
street and pop culture via a Californian
road trip ambiance.

MFK2 Vol 1. Seven years after the events in Dark
Meat City, Vinz and Angelino, still a sushi delivery
boy, are living peacefully in their rapidly gentrifying city. But on social networks, an anonymous
user named ‘Ω’ is sowing major dissent amongst
the city’s communities. After an incident of the
“Pizza Gate” variety in the sushi bar where he
works, a consequence of online fake news and
anti-Japanese disinformation, Angelino is forced
to leave DMC. So, along with Vinz, he takes off
looking for their friend Willy, who they haven’t
heard from in seven years.

BIO
Run had a varied creative career with several major
brands before debuting in comics and publishing the first
volume of MFKZ with Ankama. He directed Label 619
for 13 years, and also worked as editorial director of
Ankama. He launched the series DoggyBags in 2010
while regularly contributing as an author. He co-wrote and
co-directed the Netflix adaptation of MFKZ.

165,000 copies
sold and a major
Netflix film adaptation
of MFKZ
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COMIC BOOK

DISTURBING DYSTOPIA

OBSEQUIES 7
FLORENT MAUDOUX

“This prequel to Freaks’ Squeele
with its more tortured and flamboyant
style is a sumptuous saga.”
The citizens of the decadent city-state of REM are
always conceived two at a time, but only one viable
child is born, the other one having been devoured
in utero by the other twin. The future of the survivor is
preordained by the scars of this first battle.
In this context, the twins Scipio and Pretorius are
born, both perfectly healthy. The first succeeds
Spartacus, their illustrious father, at the head of the
13th legion. As for the second, abandoned at birth
to conceal an anomaly as shameful as it was dangerous, he becomes a war surgeon in the army led
by his brother. From epic battles to political ruses,
the brothers rise to greatness, like an old prophecy
rearing its head, like a Chthonian demon rising up
from the underworld.
Could the fall of the civilization of REM go hand in
hand with the advent of the true twins? The brothers have never been so distant, as Scipio must
manage a civil war and Pretorius is dealing with
a sect that built a palace for him. REM’s salvation
depends on their reconciliation.
2022 / ONGOING SERIES (7/11)
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A spin-off that can be read
without being familiar with the primary series,
Freaks’ Squeele.

BIO
Florent Maudoux earned a university degree in mathematics,
a diploma in piano, and also graduated in film animation. His
collaboration with Run and Label 619 began in 2008 with a
title that was an immediate success with a teenage and young
adult audience: Freaks’ Squeele in 7 volumes.
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COMIC BOOK

SHORT COMICS COMPILATION

LOWREADER

COLLECTIVE: MUD + GHISALBERTI / RUN + SINGELIN / MAUDOUX

LowReader is a new series
of short stories mixing suspense,
horror, pop culture, and more.
LOWREADER ISSUE #1
Each issue will propose three complete short stories
and an illustrated literary short story. Over the course
of the issue, the raven Lazarus gives his cynical opinion and acts as a common thread. The LowReader
stories are interspersed with articles, humorous columns, and fake ads, all serving to provide clues,
entertainment, red herrings, or relief before another
shot of adrenaline! Let’s follow the raven!
In this first issue of LowReader:
Devil’s Key by Mud and Nicolas Ghisalberti: A
Glam’rock band condemned by the demons of
authentic Rock for selling their image to a fastfood chain.
Mr. Sato by Run and Guillaume Singelin: A Japanese salary-man prints a 3D firearm to resolve
his ego problems…
She Wolf & Cub by Florent Maudoux: the
highly anticipated return of Masiko, Xiong Mao’s
mother, the iconic character from Freaks’ Squeele,
who returns to fight the biker werewolves from the
first DoggyBags on their own turf, on a night of
a full moon.
2022 / ONGOING SERIES
5 J1 ANUARY
12
pages
/ 190 x 270 mm / €14.90
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3 posters
with each
issue
A special edition available with
a cassette containing music created
by the Sticky Boys Band.

The spiritual sequel
to the fan-favorite series DoggyBags,
with over 155,000 copies sold.
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THE REBELS
OF THE COMICS WORLD
ARE COMING
TO RUE DE SÈVRES!
Label 619 is partnering with Rue de Sèvres starting
in January 2022, with some very eagerly awaited titles.
An interview with Run, its founder.
Could you introduce us to Label 619?

Label 619 is above all a state of mind, a
desire to make pop and qualitative works
that are fun and entertaining, but that also
have a real aim. It’s an esthetically singular collection, with many mixed influences
and modern themes. But it’s also a strong and
coherent artistic direction that makes the titles very
identifiable. Having been immersed in a highly
heterogeneous comics landscape, from the
Franco-Belgian classics to comics, indie comics,
and manga, I had a pretty broad view of what
Franco-Belgian comics could offer. Initially, the
idea was to dust all of that off a bit, to give comics
a kick up the backside all while making comics.
How was it born?

I created this label in 2008 with the goal of
continuing the dynamic that had started two
years earlier with the publication of Mutafukaz.
I wanted to offer new titles with a unique identity
and shake things up a bit. I felt like Franco-Belgian comics were coming to an impasse, that
it was time to give the readers something new,
that they were really ready for that. Initially, it
was a collection that I oversaw within Ankama
Editions. The label has been independent now
since 2019, and I co-manage it with Mathieu
Bablet, Florent Maudoux, and Guillaume
Singelin, three loyal authors who have been
there since the beginning. In fact, the first title
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to have the “Label 619” stamp on its cover
was the first volume of Freaks’ Squeele by
Florent Maudoux.
Why were you drawn
to Rue de Sèvres?

We quickly saw that the human side was at the
heart of how this independent publishing house
operates, which is fundamental for us. We knew
that the published titles would get high-quality
support. Also, Rue de Sèvres was very familiar
with our titles and our DNA. They understand
what we do, which is complementary to what
is already in their catalogue. We had a rather
classical and institutional image (in the intimidat-

ing sense of the term) of l’école des loisirs – of
which Rue de Sèvres is a part, but while talking to
Louis and his teams, we realized that on the contrary, this publishing house has been very rock
’n roll and impertinent ever since its creation in
1965. Constantly looking to change up the status
quo, l’école des loisirs has worked with scandalous authors such as Maurice Sendak and Tomi
Ungerer, who were transgressors at the time!
So working with Label 619 is actually in keeping with their philosophy and felt like the obvious
choice to us.
Like Rue de Sèvres, would you say that
Label 619 has an author-based approach?

We work with each author throughout the creative process, from the embryo of an idea to the
final changes to the text. Mathieu, Florent, Guillaume, and I are also, and above all, authors, so
there is a natural trust between the label’s authors
and us, because they know that our comments
solely concern the editorial aspect. Our goal
is to maximize a project’s narrative and artistic
potential, thanks to total trust between the author
and the editor. We also extend a hand to young
authors who haven’t been published yet. That was
the case with Mathieu Bablet at the time, and that
“talent trailblazer” aspect is still one of Label 619’s
primary motivations. That’s one of the reasons that
we create projects like Lowreader (to be published in January 2022).

You also share the desire to create attractive
and well-made books, don’t you?

At a time when everything is digital and dematerialized, the production of the object itself must also
have meaning and be complementary to the story.
We think that the survival of books goes hand in
hand with production. Reading comics on a tablet is fine, and sometimes very practical, but can
it rival an embossed cover or the feel of Munken
paper? I’m not so sure. (I can hear the snickers
and “Okay, gramps” from here.) A global reading
experience that includes production is one of the
cardinal points of our identity.
Will you have total editorial
independence?

Yes! And that’s absolutely crucial for the label’s
identity. In fact, that was one of Rue de Sèvres’ first
guarantees. The editorial team likes what we do
and understands our freedom of tone, and that’s
exactly why they want to work with us. We are
aware that it’s a luxury.
Has your readership changed
in the last thirteen years?

What’s fascinating about Label 619’s readership
is that it’s very diverse: males and females, diehard comics fans and occasional readers. It’s also
trans-generational as the virus spreads from parents to their kids, and sometimes vice versa! That’s
something that means a lot to us.
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